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Abstract

When parents are more involved in their child’s educational pro-
cess, children tend to do better in school. However, research has
shown limited parental involvement among low-income African-
American families. Building upon previous school readiness re-
search, this study uses an interpretive approach to explore the
facilitators and barriers that affect parental involvement among
African-American mothers living in a low-income Midwestern
neighborhood. This research is significant because once we
gain a better understanding of the factors that contribute to the
involvement of low-income families, effective strategies can be
developed to strengthen their involvement and increase the
school readiness of low-income African-American children.
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